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thought, was the long-sought passage to the shores of the Orient, and he determined to follow the river. Having no other means of obtaining funds with which to equip an expedition, La Salle sold his seigneury  and  at once began his preparations. In July, 1669, he set off with a party of about twenty  men,  some  of whom  were missionaries sent by the Seminary of St. Sulpice to carry the tidings of the faith into the heart of the continent. Up the St. Lawrence and along the south shore of Lake Ontario they went, halting at Irondequoit Bay while La Salle and a few of his followers went overland to the Seneca villages in search of guides.    Continuing to Niagara, the party divided and the Sulpicians made their way to the Sault Ste. Marie, while La Salle with the remainder of the expedition struck out south of Lake Erie and in all probability reached the Ohio by descending one of its branches.    But, as no journal or contemporary record of the venture after they had left Niagara has come down to us, the details of the journey are unknown.    It is  believed that  desertions among  his followers   prevented  further progress and that, in the winter of   1669-1670, La Salle retraced his steps to the lakes.    In its main object the expedition had been a failure.